THE   BOOK   OF
Afterwards they all went on together. The said creature
came soon behind; she was too aged and too weak to
hold foot with them. She ran and leapt as fast as she
might till her might failed. Then she spake with the poor
friar whom she had cheered before, offering to requite his
costs till he came to Caleys, if he would abide with her
and let her go with him till they came there, and yet give
him reward for his labour. We was well content and
consented to her desire.
So they let their fellowship go forth and they two
n6a followed softly, as they could endure.
The friar, being evil for thrift, said to the creature: —
'I know these countries well enough, for I have often-
times gone thus to Rome-ward and I wot well there is a
place of recreation a little hence. Let us go thither and
drink/
She was well pleased and followed him.
When they came there, the good wife of the house,
having compassion on the creature's labour, counselled
that she should take a wain with other pilgrims and not
go so, with a man alone* She said she had intended and
fully trusted to have gone with a worshipful woman of
London, and she was deceived. By the time they had
rested a while and chatted with the good wife of the house,
there came a wain by, with pilgrims. The good wife,
having knowledge of the pilgrims in the wain, when they
were past her house, called them back, beseeching them
that this creature might ride with them in their wain for
the more speed on her journey. They, kindly consenting,
received her into their wain, riding all together till they
came to a good town where the said creature perceived the
worshipful woman of London, of whom aforesaid*
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